
Preparing and Managing NSF Proposals

Getting Started with Research.gov



g r a n t s o f f i c e . c o m

Today’s Presenters

Chris LaPage
Grants Office

Chief Services Officer

Dr. Liz Shay
Grants Office

Senior Grants Development 
Consultant



g r a n t s o f f i c e . c o m

TODAY’S AGENDA
01  |

02  |

03  |

04  |

05  | Grants Office Services and How to Engage 

What is Research.gov?

First things first…Registrations

How to Apply via Research.gov

Common Research.gov Pain Points

06  | Q&A



g r a n t s o f f i c e . c o m

What is Research.gov?
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Federal Sources of Funding

Watch our Grantscast:
Getting Started with 

Grants.gov: Finding and 
Applying for Federal Grants
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First Things First… Registrations
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1.
If applying to an NSF grant opportunity, organizations must be 
registered with both SAM.gov and Research.gov

Multiple Systems Are Required

2.
Registration steps are sequential. You must obtain a Unique Entity 
Identifier (UEI) through SAM.gov before registering in Research.gov.

Registering with SAM.gov Must be Done First

3.
Your legal business name and entity details (like the EBiz POC) must 
match across all systems. Even small discrepancies can cause delays.

Information Across Systems Must Match Exactly

4.
So, start early. SAM.gov registration also requires annual renewal and 
must be active at time of submission. Check status early and often.

It Can Take Several Weeks

5.
Roles are assigned in Research.gov, each with specific access / 
permissions. Update / maintain these roles with intention. 

Role Assignments Matter

Key Things to Know About Registering
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Registration Roles and Responsibilities
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Add Investigator or Authorized User Role
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How to Apply via Research.gov
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Workspace Roles

Principle Investigator of 
co-PI

Sponsored Projects 
Officer

Authorized 
Organizational 

Representative (AOR)

Other Authorized User Administrator
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How to Apply via Research.gov

1 2 3 4 5

Approve roles for PI, AOR, 
Sponsored Projects, etc. 

Administrator
Complete the Application. 
Check the Application for 
Errors.

All Participants
Submit the Completed 
Application.

AOR

Prepare New for the 
appropriate proposal type

Principle Investigator
Confirm Application is 
Finalized / Notify AOR it is 
Ready to Submit.

Principle Investigator
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Common Research.gov Pain Points 
and How to Avoid Them
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1.
Register in SAM.gov 4–6 weeks early. Confirm active status before 
applying. Remember renewals aren’t automatic. Set annual reminders. 

Registration / Annual Renewal Delays

2. 
Ensure accounts are linked to the organization profile. Save time to get roles 
approved by your Administrator. 

Account Set Up

3. 
Know who can start an application, who can edit, and who can 
submit. Save time for internal coordination. 

Role Confusion

4. 
Research.gov is only for completing applications and post-award 
management. Search NSF.gov or grants.gov to find grants.

Staying Only in Research.gov

5. 
If someone on your application team has started the application, make 
sure to find it in the “In Progress” section!

Prepare New vs. In Progress

Common Pain Points & How to Avoid Them
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6.
Know what you need to submit for your specific program and select 
correctly to avoid having incorrect forms in the portal. 

Incorrect Proposal Type Selection

7.
You need to know some details about your project, including the title, 
before you start your application.

Not Completing Prep Work Before Starting

8.
Use Compliance Status as an extra check that your application is 
complete.

Compliance Not Confirmed

9.
Set an internal deadline at least 48 hours early and aim to submit 24-
48 hours before the official close. 

Deadline Surprises

10.
Monitor application status in the system, then watch for direct 
communications from NSF.

Post-Submission Uncertainty

Common Pain Points & How to Avoid Them
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Supporting Resources

• Registration: https://sam.gov/entity-
registration

• Search: https://sam.gov/search/
• Support Page:  https://sam.gov/help 

• Registration:
https://apps.research.gov/account/regist
ration

• Support Page:
https://www.research.gov/research-
web/content/Rgovhelp

https://sam.gov/entity-registration
https://sam.gov/entity-registration
https://sam.gov/entity-registration
https://sam.gov/search/
https://sam.gov/help
https://apps.research.gov/account/registration
https://apps.research.gov/account/registration
https://www.research.gov/research-web/content/Rgovhelp
https://www.research.gov/research-web/content/Rgovhelp
https://www.research.gov/research-web/content/Rgovhelp
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Grants Office will 
identify what grants 

best fit your 
upcoming projects 
and develop next 

steps.

Research & 
Consultation

Grants Office will 
advise on project 
development and 
material gathering 
with a particular 

grant in mind.

Grants Office will 
write a competitive 

and engaging 
proposal.

Project Building Grant Proposal 
Writing

Grants Office will 
provide feedback on 

application 
materials, ensuring 

compliance with 
submission 

requirements.

Grant Proposal 
Review

Find and share funding 
opportunities, manage 
proposals, collaborate, 

and access Grants 
Office Support.

Sign up for a
FREE 2-week trial!

Grants Office 
Communities

Other Grants Office Services
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FREE RESOURCES: Guidance for Grantseekers

Visit today!
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Questions?



Contact Us
www.grantsoffice.com

info@grantsoffice.com 

Grants Office Communities
LinkedIn

https://www.grantsoffice.com/
mailto:info@grantsoffice.com
https://communities.grantsoffice.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/grants-office-llc/

	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34

